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U.S. Assert

5

over the Soviet Union's purported use
of a possibly hazardous chemical to
track the movements of Americans th

Moscow was not intended to ‘‘sabo- S

ap
undermine United States-Soviet.reia-

tions.
‘We livtend to Proceed’

Charles Redman, a State Depart-
ment , said ‘‘there is abso-
lutely no United States attempt in any
way to sabotage prospects for the
Geneva meeting."

“We intend to proceed with that
meeting,” he said. “We intend to ad-
dress the serious and far-reaching
issues that exist between us and the
Soviet Union.”

The Soviet Union denied that it had
used chemical agents on the staff of
American agencies in the Soviet Union.
It said the charge had been made as.
partof a plan for ‘‘poisoning the atmos-

"in relations between our coun-

State Department official
United States would be moni-

to assure that use of the powder:
been discontinued. The official said

Leningrad
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'Sp-uumThNn'thTlm-
‘Orchestrating’ Is Denled

A State Department official who re.
lad the accusations today said there
D link between the timing of the
fican announcements this week.

!
i

Wednesday, the Reagan Adminis-
said it was protesting the use of
“in strongest terms.’’ and
described the substance as one that ha
been found to cause genetic change
and that therefore might be capable (
causing cancer.

Today Mr. Redman reasserted th
charge that the Russians have bee
using the substance, saying: ‘‘The ev
dence is there. We have absolutely n
doubts in our minds that what we hav

pemng.

But he said that ‘‘mutually benefi
cial” tion between the United
States and Soviet Union was continuing
and noted that John Block, the Agricul-
ture Secretary, will leave Friday for a

cscow. He said American diplomats
both cities had been briefed on its|
ible dangers.

one-week trip to the Soviet Union. A
i spokesman for Mr. Block said the trip
will invoive talks about grain sales.
Malcoim Toon, the American Am-
' bassador to the Soviet Union from 1976
to 1979, said today that during his ten-
ure he had not been toid of the use of the

Ipuwder.

described as happening has been hag .
ing."” g . rassing of dissidents,’’ he said, adding

s Its Protest
- Is Not Aimed At Talks

By STEPHEN ENGELBERG

WASHINGTON, Aug. 2 — The'
United States said today that its protest

Senator David Durenberger, a
Minnesota Republican who is chair-
man of the Senate Inte] Com-
mittee, said Wednesday that the United
States has known of the powder since
1976 but had only recently learmed of
the possible health hazards from it.

Mr. Toon said that American offi-
cials had promised while he was Am-
bassador that he would be notified if

During
Union bathed the American Embassy
in microwaves in an apparent attempt
to eavesdrop on conversations.

**] feit strongly that as Ambassador,
I bad to know everything that
going on,” he said. ‘“If this was going
on and they didn’t tell me, then I'm
pretty mad about it."”

A former official of the Central Intez
u‘“u wyv Gﬂr" Cl”!!, sai
that the Russians’ use of the powder
could have heiped them track meetings
of Americans with dissidents or agents.

But he said that in the late 1970’s, the

| powder was considered of less concern

than the microwave radiation.

‘“‘When a guy's beating you over the
head with a shovel, you haven't
time to worry about being stuck with a
needie,”’ he said.

Dissidents Cited

Mr. Carver said the use of the pow-
der could have reduced the number of
people the Russians needed to maintain
surveillance over American personnel

' in Russia.

‘‘We have a lot of evidence of har-

that ‘It could well be some of them
were packed off because of evidence
they had engaged in meetings with
Americans they had been told to stay
away from.”

Late this afternoon, the American
Foreign Service Association, the labor
union that represents career Foreign
Service employees in the State Depart-
ment and the Agency for International
Development, sent a letter to the State
Department asking that the hardship
pay for those serving in Moscow and

d be raised to the highest level

. available.

Diplomats in Leningrad and Moscow
presently receive a hardship-pay sup-
plemient equivalent to 20 percent of
their normai pay. The suppiement can
be be as high as 25 percent.
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